
DECEMBER 3 • MOSES AND A PROPHET TO COME 
 
Read aloud Deuteronomy 18:15-19 • from Moses’ farewell speeches to Israel 

18:15 “Yahweh your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of Yahweh your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of Yahweh my God or 
see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And Yahweh said to me, ‘They are right in what they 
have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will 
put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever 
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 
 
 

Devotional Thoughts 

Time passes, and Abraham’s descendants end up in slavery in Egypt, just as God 
had told Abraham would happen. But God has not forgotten his promise to 
Abraham. He is not done working out his plan to bless all the families of the earth 
through the descendants of Abraham. So, he raises up Moses to lead the children 
of Israel (Abraham’s grandson) out of Egypt. With great miracles he frees them 
from slavery and guides them and protects them through the wilderness. He 
instructs them and gives them His holy Law to guide their living. Just before 
bringing them into the land God had promised them as an inheritance, Moses 
knows he is going to die and gives a series of farewell speeches. This amazing 
leader who spoke face to face with God and shared His Law tells the Israelites 
that God will not abandon them. Once Moses is gone, God will continue to 
sustain them and guide them. 

One day, God will raise up a Prophet from among the children of Israel who will 
be like Moses. The soon-to-be-departed leader instructs them solemnly: “To him 
you shall listen.” Just as Israel was frightened of God’s fearsome might on mount 
Horeb, when they pleaded with Moses to be their intermediary with the Holy and 
Awesome God, there will come another intermediary. God will raise up a Prophet 
to teach them about Him, and any who reject this Prophet will have to answer to 
God for this rejection. 

For centuries Israel waited for God to bring someone who had the power, the 
authority, the message from God that could live up to what they had known in 
Moses. Prophet after prophet came, but none like Moses. Then, Jesus came, and 
revealed to us who God is better than Moses ever could. He is the Prophet 
humankind had been waiting for, the one who can instruct us regarding the Holy 
and Awesome God. And any who reject him will answer to God. 
As you pray, remember that God has given you in Jesus the perfect messenger, 
the perfect guide and communicator of God’s will, teaching, and comfort. 


